Approached by the Police

A factsheet on being asked to be an informer
Police and Informers

Policing is expensive work; it takes costs a lotmunt intelligence
gathering operations, and like all government spmetagencies they have
tight budgets. Informants, or grasses, is inst@aefficient way of gathering
intelligence, the money they offer generally wotkut as a saving for
them.

Paying for information is a tactic as old as tHshand the police are
skilled at putting pressure on people to get themprovide useful
knowledge. The information they are after is natassarily about a specific
crime, it can also be practical stuff such as haywoaup is structured, who
are the most important people, where do they ne¢et)nformers can be
very dangerous and every protest group needs awhee of them - as it is
not just police; companies being targeted are katsovn to use them.

If approached, the best thing to do is to simplytb&y are not interested
and get on with your life. If you let them intimigayou into doing nothing,
then they have beaten you. They are approaching@yadhe off chance that
you might actually agree; once you have made #rdie them that you are
not interested then the matter is over. Runningyawea paranoia trip
because you have been approached is stupid ardiexample to others.

Why you may be approached

If you are approached do not panic. It does notmyea are now fatally
compromised and can never be active again. Inli@atg approached can
be quite useful as it allows you to glean inforrmaton how they view you
or how much they know about you, permitting yoaéd accordingly.

Remember, they are approaching you because thelligence is less than
perfect and this means that they may not knowrthath about you either.



They will have made a judgment about you, perh@psgived what they
think is a weakness they can exploit. In some casesvill be chosen
because they believe you are of ‘low rank’ but haveess to the ‘top
people’.

Common reasons for approaching you are:

a) you may have financial problems leaving you euhble to pressure;

b) they think you have a need to talk which theay eaploit;

c) you may be facing a prison sentence or heavsgelsavhich they can
help lift (sometimes they charge people with mudater crimes in order
to put pressure on them to talk - thus it appdaag have done you a
favour by reducing the charges);

d) they perceive a personality conflict they cae testheir advantage;

e) they say they can put pressure on your empldgerguse you to lose
your job;

f) they are simply desperate to get someone ctofwetpeople they are
after;

g) they perceive some ethical issue or questiomirypu which they can use
as a lever.

None of this actually has to be true; it is whatytbhink and how much
power you believe they have that matters.

People are being approached all the time. Everjiasghe potential to be
asked to become an informer. If you are approachezept the fact and do
not fall in to the trap of believing you are besiggled out for special
treatment. Refuse them and get on with being aessfal activist.

Never allow yourself to be intimidated into sellipgurself out. It is far
easier to say no at all times than to extract yaltied a later date. Once you
have allowed them to get a grip on you they ddliketto let you go.

How you may be approached

The police like to get you in a place where youisotated, away from
friends. The more vulnerable you are, the mordylikeey are to be able to



coerce you into working for them. They will watahdapick the right
moment.

Often, if you have been just arrested they will ysld towards the end of
your stay in the police station, as this is quiteibnerable time for many
people. Similarly they will approach you after aidaappearance, trying to
play on any fears you have over its out come.

Other methods they use is to get you out of youwrskmnto ‘neutral
territory’, such as when a copper calls you totmyiou out for a ‘friendly
drink’ in a local pub or something. The police wilay good cop/bad cop
routines at police stations, so that you will bereniaclined to communicate
with the 'good cop' when they approach you latécddirse they will spin
every sympathetic sounding lie in the book to wani pver.

There is no one way they use. Some times they earety aggressive,
threatening you with all sorts of things such adsiarouble at work, having
you sent to harsher prisons. They will temper with promises, such as
getting charges dropped or reduced and/or finaimuiaintives to make life
easier for you.

Others use a softly, softly personal approachngyyo get to know you,
offering a sympathetic ear, pretending friendsmg ampathy with your
cause. Meanwhile they will play on any personas rir ethical doubts you
may have to swing you around to working for themnning you against
your friends.

Even though you may have already told them nomay take a few
conversations to convince them to give up on ydweylwill ring you up to
invite you out to a 'friendly’ meal or drink; orkagou if you have re-
considered their offer and do you want to meetnugptalk about it. In this
case they think they have got a lever on you aagtempting to put
pressure on you. It is a simple enough matterrio ttuem down.

The more you pander to them the harder it becomskdke them off. And
once you do start giving information, then they @oé going to be keen to
let you go once as long as you are of use to them.



If you have agreed to work for them, besides tloblems of being found
out by your friends, you have provided the poligéha very strong grip on
you as they can threaten to expose you once yoel ¢teased to be useful to
them.

The police are not there to be your friends; theydning this because it is
their job and they want something. The sooner yakamt clear to them
that you are not interested the easier it will dreybu.

Handling the situation

Normally, the police will not come out with the fabey want you to be an
informer straight away. They will attempt a conwian to get you talking
to them, and also to let you know which particuéantic they are using to
pressurize you into working for them. Of course e under no obligation
to talk to them and if they are not going to argest then you have the right
to walk away and ignore them. You even have thiet tigg shout or sing
songs while they attempt communication.

If being approached on the street, one of thetlsigs they do is try to get
you to move a more secluded area, where they a#litit private”. Simply
stand up to them and say no. The first thing yaukhask is are they
putting you under arrest. If they ask you to mavea guiet area say no, it is
not your policy to go into a dark ally with stramgelndicate a more public
place as being better suited to you. They may &tuwstd try and intimidate
you, but other than physically carrying you (whtbley can’t unless they
are arresting you) there is little they can do aliou

It is possible to have a conversation with thertoag as you are careful not
to give anything away. The onus is on them and #reyattempting to get
you on their side, which means they will have todetheir knowledge of
who they are targeting and some of what they knlogutiyou. This can be
very useful. In some cases, it has allowed peapledlize just how weak
the police were in their knowledge of certain ar@ad about the person
they have approached to be an informer.



However, we recommend that unless you are an expexd activist, wise

in the ways of police intimidation and lies, ingsituation err on the side of
caution. It is much better to say little and protgaurself, than say a lot and
give information away which will give them a strargmpression of who
you are.

Even if you say no, you are not interested, thdiytvyi and give you a piece
of paper with names (normally fake) and numbersotatact them on.
Depending on the situation it may actually be hartefuse, and they may
take this as a certain willingness to co-operadteqieading to follow up
phone calls), but there is nothing to stop yourtgkhe paper and throwing
it in the first bin you come to.

Being approached can be a very intimidating expegghowever, if you
keep your cool you can get out of it. Either refpset blank from the start
to co-operate, or play along to find out what yan.dHowever, at no point
indicate that you are going to work for them. Thastryou should ever give
them, is that you will consider their offer and wéme to think it over - if
they approach you again, simply reply that you hauesidered it and want
nothing more to do with them. Talk to them but @b get into a chatty
conversation.

“Letters to the Judge”

One tactic the police commonly use is to make anse to have your
sentenced reduced, or have charges dropped/reduced.

If your case has not gone to full trial then gejtihe charges dropped or
reduced is something they can easily do; indeedptes] above, sometimes
the charges are bumped up just so they can bas®&endoing this, though
it is just as likely that the Crown Prosecution\viar will also realise that
the charges are nonsense and drop or reduce thamayn

On the sentencing the police have the right to seletter to the judge or
magistrates saying that you are now helping thednaaking for some
clemency. This they have the right to do, and @sdoot have to be declared



in court. There is no obligation on the judge tuee your sentence, but
they do normally take it into account.

Be open about being approached

If you have been approached and suspect that thl@em@mre going to try
and follow up their contact with you, get supp&tcause you have been
approached does not mean your friends will stigreagou.

In fact it is far better to get the fact out in thygen as soon as possible. This
makes you a less appealing target for follow upaaghes. It also means
you can get your colleagues to rally around yopeemlly if you are going
to be in a position where there is a good chane@dttice would normally

be able to get you by yourself. The police areguing to ask you to be a
grass while you have a friend around. Knowing yauehthe support of

your colleagues makes it much easier to say noliogpadvances.

There are other benefits to being open about ttteytau have been asked to
be an informer. It means that people in generabate®r prepared, and the
experience as a whole will be less intimidatingheey know what to expect.
The more people know, the less likely they areuttcamb to police
pressure.

Also, being open means it is much harder for tHee@ao spread rumours
that you are working with them. The police are alobve such dirty tricks,
but if everyone knows that you have been approaahdclearly said no
then it is much hard for them to pull it off, agnbstly depends on people
being surprised and angered when they are toltdypolice.

Consequences of being an informer
If you do become an informer, the chances are yitbe/ found out

eventually. Your colleagues will become suspiciand lay traps for you, or
the police will discard you when you cease to basH.



Informers are scum; they are traitors to their eaarsd to their colleagues.
Found out they will be rightfully ostracized. Theseno excuse. You may
have problems in your life, but that does not mgaun have the right to
jeopardize the lives of others. If you cannot deigh it, or you have
personal/ethical differences with your colleagules,simple solution is to
walk away. There are simply no reasons to just#gdming a grass, and if
you go down that path you deserve all the angerdaulist you get. People
will talk and spread the message that you havesturn

Suspecting someone has turned

This is not easy and one has to be careful thatiyeunot deliberately being
lead down this path as the police try to sow dissebreak up your group
or that it is your own paranoia that is the isfuielassic black-op is to use
electronic means of collecting data and pretentttfeinformation came
from a human source, thus triggering destructivéerhants and general
mistrust. Remember, the police have their own agemdl any information
they give out is for their own purposes, not tgohgdu. Think very

carefully about the situation, before jumping ty aonclusions.

Public lmmunity Certificates

In cases where a number of people have been atyssime may have their
charges dropped because they have started co-ogenath the police. It
can be hard to judge whether this is for lack aflence on the person or
because they have turned. In this case we wouldgay to be very
cautious before thinking the worse. However, theimething called a
public immunity certificate - this is a tool usexdgrotect grasses who have
provided information on their fellow defendants drave got off as a result.
If in a case someone suddenly drops out and youdf@apublic immunity
certificate being used to prevent that person beiagtioned in court then
in all likelihood they have become an informer.

Many lawyers who work with political, environmentaid animal rights
activists will not represent people who have turimédrmants.



Playing the game...

It has been known in the past that people apprabithbe informers have
played the game, and passed on fake information:éaley can not
recommend this approach unless you have the fppat of your
colleagues, are able to play a very difficult gaand are prepared for the
consequences of very angry police if you are foonnd It is a lot of stress
and hard work, so if you do go down this path he $lat you are doing it
for the right reasons, have the ability to turnusu@ and say no at any point
and are not going to get hooked on what they dexinf you. Never, ever
think that this is something you can pull off byuyself.

Conclusion

Being approached by the police to become an inforsneot something to
be frightened at, and nor does it mean you are iaonsk from police
attention. The best way to handle it is to keeprymol, and never agree to
co-operate. They will try all sort of tricks to gedu to work for them, but it
IS easy to say no and stand up to any intimidatimteed, if you play it
right you can gather useful information about wthat police believe and
know.

Don’t be shy, just because you have been approadoed not now mean
that you are a grass. Tell your colleagues, get slhipport and continue
being as active as ever. We hope that you alsorstaohel why being a grass
is a risky road to go down on, no matter what yapinions on those you
are asked to talk about are. If you do turn, thew gre no better than slime,
and you deserve to be refused entry to any camgaignagain.

This site is for information purposes only; its aim is to let people to know their full rights
under UK law. Nothing on these pages is absolute as the law is always changing; if in doubt
contact a trusted solicitor for further advice. We do not encourage you to break the law.
Please feel free to copy and distribute these articles to fellow activists, but do not alter the
text in any way. These articles are anti-copyright for non-commercial purposes. If you see
any errors, or we have missed any changes to the legal situation please contact us as soon
as possible, at beagles@protest.co.uk, as wrong information can prove costly to people's
freedom.



